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multi-national Hapsburg monarchy against subversive nationalism. There was much criticism, in Renner's book, of the bourgeois and imperialistic character of the modern nation-state, but very little of the Austro-Hungarian multi-national state which Renner * regarded as the only feasible solution of the problems of Central Europe. In the interests of this state, he defended national autonomy on a personal basis,2 but rejected federal reorganisation on a territorial basis, as expressed in the declarations of the various nationalities of May 30, igiy.3 The individual citizen, not national member states, was to be the foundation of the future state.4 Renner's attitude even in 1918 might be characterised as that of an Austrian liberal centralist, e.g. one of the Korber pattern : he was a liberal as regards the cultural rights of the non-German nationalities, but in politics was rather a supporter of German imperialist aspirations.5 Such a political attitude was inseparably connected with the Dual Monarchy and German imperialism, and was quite unable to provide an alternative after their downfall.
After 1916 and 1917, the majority of the Austrian workers had definitely turned to the Left, and begun to reject the policies of the right-wing leaders of their party. But the attitude of those who now formed a majority of the Socialist party 6 found its only expression in their attitude towards the war effort, and not in a clear programme on the national question. The original attitude towards national issues taken by the Left, under Friedrich Adler, was simply negative : these issues were regarded as something that concerned the national bourgeois parties who had to lead the actual bourgeois-democratic revolutions, but not as the concern of the revolutionary Socialists, who had to propagate the more advanced principles of an international society.7 Such an attitude implied waiving all claims to leadership in the events immediately ahead, especially in a country so dominated by national issues as was Austria.
At a later stage, under the immediate influence of the Russian revolutions, the somewhat negative attitude of the Austrian Left was replaced, under Bauer's leadership, by positive support of the struggle of the oppressed nationalities for self-determination. At the Socialist Congress in October 1917, the Left declared, as
1 op. at., p. 109.                                      2 ibid., p. 249.
3 See above, pp. 236-7 ;   Renner, op. cit. (1918), p. 233,       * ibid., pp. 265 ft. 6 ibid., pp. 261 ff., and the whole tenor of Renner, op. cit. (1916). 6 Or rather of the various Socialist parties which, as we have seen, co-existed among the various Austrian nationalities.         7 Bauer, op. cit. (1927), p. 29.